The Witness of the Christ
May 1, 2022

THE LORD’S DAY

MAY 1, 2022

THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
The Witness of the Christ
We welcome you to our Communion service this morning and invite to the table all those who believe in Jesus Christ
and are members in good standing in any evangelical church. It is our custom to hold the elements and commune together.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND PPC FAMILY NEWS
TIME OF REFLECTION AND PREPARATION

Psalm 96:1-3, 13

Sanctuary Choir

O sing a new song to the Lord; all earth sing to the Lord.
Sing to the Lord and bless his name; “He saves!” each day proclaim.
His glory to all nations show; His deeds let peoples know.
Let all prepare to greet the Lord, because He coming is.
He surely comes to judge the earth. And righteousness is His.
He'll nations judge with faithfulness, the world with justice bless.
Copyright © 1973, 1988 by The Board of Education and Publication, Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:

Teach me Your way, O LORD, and lead me in a smooth path, because of my
enemies.

All:

Do not deliver me to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have
risen against me, and such as breathe out violence.

Leader:

I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the goodness
of the LORD in the land of the living.

All:

Wait on the LORD; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart;
wait, I say, on the LORD!
Psalm 27
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INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen

CONFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Apostles’ Creed
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Holy, Holy, Holy!

Trinity 100

Reginald Heber, 1783-1826

NICAEA: John B. Dykes, 1861
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SCRIPTURE READING
Thus says the LORD: “Where is the certificate of your mother’s divorce, whom I have
put away? Or which of My creditors is it to whom I have sold you? For your iniquities
you have sold yourselves, and for your transgressions your mother has been put away.
Why, when I came, was there no man? Why, when I called, was there none to answer?
Is My hand shortened at all that it cannot redeem? Or have I no power to deliver?
Indeed with My rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a wilderness; their fish stink
because there is no water, and die of thirst. I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I
make sackcloth their covering.”
The Lord GOD has given Me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to
speak a word in season to him who is weary. He awakens Me morning by morning,
He awakens My ear to hear as the learned. The Lord GOD has opened My ear; and I
was not rebellious, nor did I turn away. I gave My back to those who struck Me, and
My cheeks to those who plucked out the beard; I did not hide My face from shame and
spitting. For the Lord GOD will help Me; therefore I will not be disgraced; therefore I
have set My face like a flint, and I know that I will not be ashamed. He is near who
justifies Me; who will contend with Me? Let us stand together. Who is My adversary?
Let him come near Me. Surely the Lord GOD will help Me; who is he who will
condemn Me? Indeed they will all grow old like a garment; the moth will eat them up.
Who among you fears the LORD? Who obeys the voice of His Servant? Who walks in
darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the LORD and rely upon his
God. Look, all you who kindle a fire, who encircle yourselves with sparks: walk in the
light of your fire and in the sparks you have kindled—This you shall have from My
hand: you shall lie down in torment.”
Isaiah 50:1-11

WORSHIP IN GIVING
Offertory

The Greatness of Our God

Benjamin Harlan

Sanctuary Choir

A drop of rain falling from heaven to the earth, as millions more begin to flow.
And a thousand rivers gather into the mouth of the sea, behold His mighty power, and you will know He is God.
He’s the source of ev’ry being, designer of each heart; He’s the architect of all that is, creator from the start.
The foundation of beginnings, supplier of all might; He’s the well of living water, the dawn of ev’ry light!
He is the one who makes the mountains rise! He is the one whose glory fills the skies!
Let all that He has made, from the greatest to the small, proclaim the greatness of our God!
The Lord is great and greatly to be praised! Praise ye the Lord, for He is good.
I will extol my God and King, and I will bless His name forevermore.
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! Praise ye the Lord!
John Parker, words. Copyright © 2002 by Hal Leonard Corporation
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Man of Sorrows! What a Name

Trinity 246

Phillip P. Bliss, 1875

HALLELUJAH! WHAT A SAVIOR!, Phillip P. Bliss, 1875

PASTORAL PRAYER

Matthew 26:57-68
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NKJV

SERMON
Condemning the Christ

Dr. Ray E. Heiple, Jr.

And those who had laid hold of Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest,
where the scribes and the elders were assembled.
But Peter followed Him at a distance to the high priest’s courtyard. And he went
in and sat with the servants to see the end.
Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony
against Jesus to put Him to death,
but found none. Even though many false witnesses came forward, they found
none. But at last two false witnesses came forward
and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build
it in three days.’”
And the high priest arose and said to Him, “Do You answer nothing? What is it
these men testify against You?”
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Notes

But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I put You
under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!”
Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will
see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the
clouds of heaven.”
Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, “He has spoken blasphemy! What
further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you have heard His
blasphemy!
What do you think?” They answered and said, “He is deserving of death.”
Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him with the palms
of their hands,
saying, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is the one who struck You?”

7

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Meekness and Majesty

arr. J. Moser, 2005

Words & music by Graham Kendrick © 1986 Thankyou Music. Used by permission, CCLI License #173651

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND INVITATION
PRAYER OF PREPARATION
PASSING THE BREAD
SHARING THE CUP
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
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Rock of Ages

Trinity 499

Augustus M. Toplady, 1776

TOPLADY; Thomas Hastings, 1830

BENEDICTION AND POSTLUDE
Following the service, the elders will be available to pray with you at the front of the sanctuary.
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Deacon of the Month: Trey Jackson
Gate Keeper: Eli Doerr
Counters: John Rotellini and Tom Kohler
Greeters: Patty Conner and Patty Martin
Live Stream Operators:
Robin Heiple – Morning Worship Service
Ray Heiple – Evening Worship Service

Adult Sunday School
New Member Class
Dr. Ray Heiple
Sanctuary

“Get Wisdom”
Pastor Rick Appleton
Fellowship Hall

Schedule for Childcare This Sunday, May 1
Sunday School Nursery
Crib Room
Toddler Room
Children’s Church
Evening Worship Service

Rob and Gabrielle VerHill
David and Rachel Mine
Dave and Helen Battista
Aaron and Jackie Prinkey
Tim and Caity Martin

9:15
10:30
10:30
10:30
6:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.

9:15
10:30
10:30
10:30
11:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

Schedule for Childcare Next Sunday, May 8
Sunday School Nursery
Crib Room
Toddler Room
Children’s Church
Kids’ Bible College

Nathaniel and Judith Dinsmore
Denise and Rachel Baird
Kara-Mia, Grace, and Joy Appleton
Cody and Dori McBee
Aaron and Jacklyn Prinkey
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MAY 1
Sun.

Instruments of Providence
Sanctuary Choir warm-up
Sunday School for all ages
Morning Worship Service with Communion
Pancake Dinner Fellowship Meal
Evening Worship Service

8:30
8:45
9:15
10:30
5:00
6:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Tues.

Women’s Morning Bible Study
Pickleball

9:15 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

Thurs.

Women’s Evening Bible Study

7:00 p.m.

Fri.

Youth Group Lock-In

9:00 p.m.

Sat.

Church Work Party
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

MAY 8
Sun.

Instruments of Providence
Men’s Voices of Providence warm-up
Sunday School for all ages
Morning Worship Service
Kids’ Bible College

Mon.

Deacon Meeting

6:30 p.m.

Tues.

Women’s Morning Bible Study
Pickleball

9:15 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

Thurs.

Session Meeting
Women’s Evening Bible Study

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Sat.

Sanctuary Choir rehearsal

9:30 a.m.
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8:30
8:45
9:15
10:30
11:00

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

Financial Update Through April
2022 Actual Giving
Previous Year Giving
2022 Budget
2022 Total Expenses
Actual Operational Expenses
Actual Capital Expenses
Williams Fund
Garrett Fund
Adoption Fund

$260,000
$242,000
$238,000
$247,000
$247,000
$0
$31,974
$23,048
$3,622

Pancake Dinner Fellowship Meal
Join us today at 5:00 p.m. for our Monthly Pancake Dinner! Our dinner includes pancakes, eggs,
and sausage meal. We will have gluten-free options available. Please see Justin Shaffer (412215-7559) or Jake Noullet (412-228-7837) with any questions about the event.

Evening Worship Service
Join us tonight at 6:00 p.m. for our evening worship service. Pastor Appleton will be preaching
on Ephesians 6:4, Bring Them Up.

Women’s Bible Study
The Tuesday AM study meets in Room 409 at 9:15 a.m., and the Thursday PM study meets in
Room 409 at 7:00 p.m. We are studying Hebrews - Christ: Perfect Sacrifice, Perfect Priest, by
John MacArthur, and this week we’ll be looking at Chapter 10 – “All About Faith”. For more
information about either study, contact Robin Ferguson at robinferguson331@gmail.com.

Youth Group Lock-In
The Youth Group will have an end-of-the-year lock-in on Friday, May 6 from 9:00 p.m. to 7:00
a.m. All youth in grades 7-12 can join us for fellowship, games, movies, and a very early
morning breakfast! For more details, please contact Danny Priano (412-580-4334).

Church Work Party
Everyone is invited to join us on Saturday, May 7th for an outdoor church work party. Mulching,
trimming hedges, weeding, among other tasks need done around the church grounds. The time
will be from 8:00 a.m. to noon. All are welcome. There will be childcare available. Donuts and
coffee will be provided. If you’re able to serve in this way, please mark your calendars and sign
up on the sheet in the foyer.

12

Choices Baby Bottle Campaign
Our annual Choices Baby Bottle Campaign has ended. Please return your bottles as soon as
possible. We appreciate your participation in this yearly event. Please contact Robin Heiple if
you have any questions.

Summer Sunday School Teachers
Sunday School teachers needed for the summer! Give our regular Sunday School teachers a
break this summer by volunteering to teach a class each Sunday from June 5 through August
28. Please contact Jessica Johnson for more information and to volunteer. You can contact her
at 570-939-2954 or email Jessie at jessiejohnson52111@gmail.com. Thank you!

Providence Softball Team
The Providence Softball Team will again play in the Airport Area Christian Softball League this
year. The team offers a great time of fellowship with other Providence members and friends and
members of other area churches. The season lasts from May – August. Please contact Dean
Falavolito at (412-559-7958 or deanfalavolito@msn.com) if you are interested in playing.

Childcare Volunteers
We have a need for more nursery volunteers at our church in all areas to help make sure that
none of our volunteers are missing worship or Sunday school too often. We’re losing a number
of regularly volunteering families due to new babies arriving, as well as summer plans and
vacations. Helping out in the nursery is a great way to serve the church and meet other families!
There’s no experience necessary, just a willingness to care for our youngest members! Our
various childcare areas are:
Sunday School - ages birth through 2 years old
Crib Room - during morning worship, ages birth through 18 months
Toddler Room - during morning worship, ages 18 months through 2 years old
Children’s Church - during morning worship, ages 3 & 4, combination of play time and lesson.
We use an easy-to-follow curriculum that teaches the children through the First Catechism.
Evening Service Nursery - ages birth through 3 years old
Our volunteers in each room are sets of two or three - either families (children welcome),
couples, parent/older child pairs, or I can pair two individuals together. There are some
clearances that each person over 18 will need to get before serving. It’s free and can all be done
online. If you have any questions or are interested in helping out, please email Rachel Mine
at childcareprovidence@gmail.com.

Tabletalk
The May edition of Tabletalk is available on the information table.
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Providence Church Family
Pictorial Directory
We are excited to announce
that a new pictorial directory is in the works,
and we encourage all of our church family to participate
to make this the best and most complete work possible.
We will be taking directory photos at Providence Church
on the following dates in May 2022:
Wed May 4th, Sat May 7th, Tue May 10th, Thu May 12th,
Mon May 16th, Tue May 17th, and Tue May 24th.
You may reserve your time today!
Sign up in the foyer after worship.
First come, first served.
If you have any questions,
please see Paul Deffenbaugh.
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Robinson Township Christian School
Robinson Township Christian School is excited to announce openings for
the following positions for the 2022-2023 academic year due to our
school’s growth:
Science Teacher (7th-12th grade; Full-time or Part-time; Earth
Science, Physical Science, Biology 1 & 2, Chemistry 1 & 2, Physics)
5th & 6th Grade Teacher (Full-time, all subjects)
Math Teacher (6th-8th grade, Part-time)
4th Grade Teacher (Part-time, Language Arts & Math)
Preschool Teacher (Morning Only)
Foreign Language Teacher (9th-12th, Part-time)
*Students currently take French, but we are open to expanding to
another language
Fine Arts Teacher (K-12th; Full-time or Part-time; Music, Art &
Drama)
For additional information or to apply for a position, please send a Letter
of Interest and Resume to: Mary Kenyon, Principal, and the Education
Committee at hr@rtcsonline.org. Applicants must be a member in good
standing of a confessional Reformed church and possess a bachelor’s
degree.
Robinson Township Christian School | 77 Phillips Lane,
Robinson Twp., PA 15136 | 412-787-5919
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PRAYER REMINDER
To become a prayer partner or place a prayer request with the prayer chain,
please call or email Jan T. 412-787-1609, janandgerry6@verizon.net
Please notify the Church office by phone at 412-788-6100 or email at
secretary@providencepgh.org if you have any additions, deletions,
or updates to the Bulletin Prayer Reminder.

Members of PPC
Alex and Bonnie B.
Scott and Robin F.
Jeff G.
Josh and Jessica S.
Kimberly S.
Nate and Natalie T.
Rob and Gabrielle V.

praise, expecting in June
praise, expecting in July
prayer for wisdom and strength
praise, expecting in July
prayer for successful physical therapy
praise, expecting in May
praise, expecting in June

Friends of PPC
Mike C.
David D.
Lewis and Alena H.
Derek and Rachel H.

missionary in Italy, prayer for recovery from stroke
Cindy C. son, recently diagnosed with colon cancer, prayer
for successful chemotherapy treatment
praise, expecting in May
praise, expecting in September

Bold and italic - new or recent request
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THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE EVIL OF LUKEWARMNESS

So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.
Revelation 3:16NKJV

Question 105 of the Larger Catechism asks, “What are the sins forbidden in the First Commandment?”
In the seventh part of the answer, it says, “The sins forbidden in the First Commandment are…
lukewarmness, and deadness in the things of God; estranging ourselves, and apostatizing from God… .”
Last week we looked at the sin of tempting God. This week we consider the sin of being lukewarm.
The Scripture at the head of this article is from Jesus’ letter to the church of Laodicea. The Laodiceans
erroneously thought that they were a model church. Thus, in verse 17, Christ rebuked their proud selfevaluation, saying in effect that it could not have been more wrong: “Because you say, ‘I am rich, have
become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind,
and naked.” The Laodiceans were actually the exact opposite of what they supposed. They thought they
had need of nothing. No doubt this church looked impressive on the outside. They were rich and wealthy in
the things of this world. But Christ declared that the reality was the exact opposite: they were not healthy
and prosperous, but wretched and miserable. They were not wealthy in the things of God, but poor. Rather
than being in need of nothing, they needed everything: they were spiritually blind and naked.
We would be wrong if we surmised that this church was not doing anything for Christ. They had works.
Jesus stated that He knew their works (v. 15). However, He describes their works as being neither hot nor
cold but lukewarm. Then our Lord makes the amazing statement that He would that they were either hot or
cold! Think of that for a minute. Christ would rather have people be cold towards Him than lukewarm.
Consider, therefore, what a terrible sin it must be to be lukewarm towards Jesus. When a person is hot or
warm towards God, he rightly esteems who God is, and he rightly responds to that truth with humble and
reverent faith. To be hot towards God is to be walking rightly before Him: acknowledging who He is and
loving Him for it. The person who is hot or warm towards God is constantly considering his actions in the
light of God’s glory, seeking to please God in all things. On the contrary, the person who is cold towards
God does the opposite. He too in a sense accurately acknowledges who God is and what God has done, but
rather than loving God and His judgments he hates Him and seeks to be far from Him. The person who is
cold towards God thus recognizes that God is a being with whom he has to do. He takes God seriously in
his thoughts, only he does so not to draw near to Him but to escape from, and to as much as possible, be
rid of Him.
Here we notice that both the person who is hot and the person who is cold towards God, in a way, give
God His due. That is, they both acknowledge God’s greatness. While one loves it and the other hates it,
both really affirm it, and their thoughts and actions are continually in response to this truth. Contrarily, the
person who is lukewarm towards God thinks little of God and much of himself. He is not fervently seeking
and humbly serving God as the hot person, nor fearfully fleeing from God as the cold person. He thinks he
is a good person whose service IS able to satisfy God. The lukewarm person thinks too little of God’s holiness
to consciously love or hate Him. Like the Laodiceans, he confidently professes much service to God without
humbly believing that apart from God’s grace his best service would be an abomination to Him. He can do
much for God without fearfully seeking to do so exclusively and entirely according to God’s Word. What
could be more monstrously offensive to God than to think that He is of so little consequence that you can
profess to live before Him with neither reverence nor terror. Zephaniah warned a complacent Israel with
God’s impending judgment: “And I will punish the men who are stagnant in spirit, who say in their hearts,
‘The LORD will not do good or evil!’” (Zep. 1:12). Likewise, Amos: “Woe to those who are at ease in Zion,”
(Amo. 6:1).
The other sins in today’s list are the results of lukewarmness. The person who is dead towards the
things of God today allowed himself to grow lukewarm yesterday. Likewise, the man who finally estranges
himself or apostatizes from God, often began to go in that direction through lukewarmness. The way to
avoid the sin of lukewarmness is to rightly acknowledge God’s might and holiness, even as we admit our
utter weakness and inability to be worthy of the least of His mercies, so that we will be ever more motivated
to “buy” from Him alone that pure gold of the things of God, which has stood the test of fire (Rev. 3:18)
and which will endure to eternal life (John 6:27). May God grant that we never rest satisfied with anything
less than Him!
Pastor Heiple
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