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THE LORD’S DAY   MARCH 19, 2023 

THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 

Persecuted for Righteousness 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND PPC FAMILY NEWS 

TIME OF REFLECTION AND PREPARATION  Psalm 54:1-7 

SANCTUARY CHOIR 

By your name, O God, now save me, grant me justice by your might. 
Listen to my words, give answer; O my God, now hear my prayer. 
Strangers have come up against me, ruthless men who seek my life. 

They disdain the God of heaven, but my helper is my God. 

See how God the Lord upholds me; he repays my foes their wrong. 
In your truth, Lord, bring their ending, then thank off’rings I will bring. 
I will praise your name with gladness, for your name, O Lord, is good. 

He has saved me from all trouble; I in triumph see my foes. 

EBENEZER (TON-Y-BOTEL). Thomas John Williams, 1890. 
Trinity Psalter Hymnal. © 2018 Trinity Hymnal Joint Venture 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in Zion! Declare His deeds among 
the people. 

All: When He avenges blood, He remembers them; He does not forget the cry of 
the humble. 

Leader: Have mercy on me, O LORD! Consider my trouble from those who hate me, 
You who lift me up from the gates of death, that I may tell of all Your praise. 
In the gates of the daughter of Zion, I will rejoice in Your salvation. 

All: The nations have sunk down in the pit which they made; in the net which 
they hid, their own foot is caught. The LORD is known by the judgment He 
executes; the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. The wicked 
shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. 

Leader: For the needy shall not always be forgotten; the expectation of the poor shall 
not perish forever. 

 Psalm 9 

INVOCATION  
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Trinity 92 
Martin Luther, 1529 EIN’ FESTE BURG: Martin Luther, 1529 

 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Alesandra Sophia and Elowen Rose Murillo 

VOWS FOR COVENANT BAPTISM 

1 Do you acknowledge your children’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, 
and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? 

2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on their behalf, and do you look in faith 
to the Lord Jesus Christ for their salvation, as you do for your own? 

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your children to God, and promise, in 
humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before them a 
godly example, that you will pray with and for them, that you will teach them 
the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, by all the means of 
God’s appointment, to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord? 

4 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting the parents 
in the Christian nurture of these children? 

 
SCRIPTURE READING 

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall 
be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. And you know 
that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. Whoever 
abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. Little 
children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as 
He is righteous. He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. 
For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of 
the devil. Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; 
and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.  

In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does 
not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. For 
this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 
not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he 
murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother's righteous. Do not marvel, 
my brethren, if the world hates you. 
 1 John 3:1-13 
 



 
 

4 
 

 

SONG – Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 
Henry F. Lyte, 1824 Jonathan Moser, 2004 

 
 

WORSHIP IN GIVING 

Offertory Arise, My Soul, Arise Dan Forrest 
SANCTUARY CHOIR 

Arise, my soul. arise, shake off thy guilty fears: The bleeding sacrifice in my behalf appears: 
Before the throne my Surety stands. My name is written on His hands. 

Five bleeding wounds He bears, received on Calvary, They pour effectual prayers, they strongly plead for me: 
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry, “nor let that ransomed sinner die.” 

My God is reconciled, His pard’ning voice I hear; He owns me for His child, I can no longer fear; 
with confidence I now draw nigh, And “Father, Abba, Father,” cry. Arise, my soul, a rise. 

Words by Charles Wesley, 1742. © Copyright 2012 by Beckenhorst Press, Inc. 

 
HYMN – The Son of God Goes Forth to War Trinity 578 
Reginald Heber, 1827 ALL SAINTS NEW: Henry S. Cutler, 1872 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
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SERMON 

Genesis 4:8-16
NKJV The World’s Hatred of God Dr. Ray E. Heiple, Jr. 

8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in 
the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him. 

9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not 
know. Am I my brother's keeper?” 

10 And He said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries out 
to Me from the ground. 

11 So now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive 
your brother's blood from your hand. 

12 When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive 
and a vagabond you shall be on the earth.” 

13 And Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear! 
14 Surely You have driven me out this day from the face of the ground; I shall be 

hidden from Your face; I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it 
will happen that anyone who finds me will kill me.” 

15 And the LORD said to him, “Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall be 
taken on him sevenfold.” And the LORD set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding 
him should kill him. 

16 Then Cain went out from the presence of the LORD and dwelt in the land of Nod 
on the east of Eden. 

Notes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN – Onward, Christian Soldiers Trinity 572 
Sabine Baring-Gould, 1865 ST. GERTRUDE: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1871 

BENEDICTION AND POSTLUDE 

Following the service, the elders will be available to pray with you at the front of the sanctuary. 
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Trinity 92 
Martin Luther, 1529 EIN’ FESTE BURG: Martin Luther, 1529 
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HYMN – The Son of God Goes Forth to War Trinity 578 
Reginald Heber, 1827 ALL SAINTS NEW: Henry S. Cutler, 1872 
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HYMN – Onward, Christian Soldiers Trinity 572 
Sabine Baring-Gould, 1865 ST. GERTRUDE: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1871 
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Deacon of the Month: Pat Martin 

Gate Keeper: Brad McCarrell 

Counters: Trey Jackson and Brannoc Jackson 

Greeters: Paul and Diane Deffenbaugh 

Live Stream Operators: 

Greg Regester – Morning Worship Service 

Ray Heiple – Evening Worship Service 

 
 

Adult Sunday School 

New Members Class 
 

Dr. Ray E. Heiple, Jr. 

Room 409 

 

“I Believe” 
 

Pastor Rick Appleton 

Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Schedule for Childcare This Sunday, March 19 

 Sunday School Nursery Nathan and Judith Dinsmore 9:15 a.m. 
 Infant Nursery Christina and Ellia Angelo 10:30 a.m. 
 Toddler Nursery Kara-Mia, Grace, and Joy Appleton 10:30 a.m. 

 Children’s Church Justin and Chrissy Shaffer 10:30 a.m. 
 Evening Worship Service Nathaniel and Dawn Butterworth 6:00 p.m. 

 

Schedule for Childcare Next Sunday, March 26 

 Sunday School Nursery Nate and Jessica Johnson 9:15 a.m. 

 Infant Nursery Tim and Caity Martin 10:30 a.m. 
 Toddler Nursery Dave and Helen Battista 10:30 a.m. 
 Kids’ Bible College Justin and Brittany Brothers 11:00 a.m. 
 Evening Worship Service Joe and Bethany Zygorzynski 6:00 p.m. 
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MARCH 19 
   

Sun. Instruments of Providence 8:30 a.m. 
 Sanctuary Choir warm-up 8:45 a.m. 
 Sunday School for all ages 9:15 a.m. 
 Morning Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
 Baby Shower for Leah Sirota  12:00 p.m. 
 Fellowship Meal 5:00 p.m. 

 Evening Worship Service with Communion 6:00 p.m. 
 

Tues. Women’s AM Bible Study 9:15 a.m. 
 Pickleball 5:30 p.m. 
 
Wed. Pioneer Clubs 7:00 p.m. 
 Trail Life 7:00 p.m. 
 Youth Group 7:00 p.m. 
 
Thurs. Women’s PM Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sat. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 9:30 a.m. 
   

  

MARCH 26 
   

Sun. Instruments of Providence 8:30 a.m. 
 Sanctuary Choir warm-up 8:45 a.m. 
 Sunday School for all ages 9:15 a.m. 
 Morning Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
 Kids’ Bible College 11:00 a.m. 
 Evening Worship Service 6:00 p.m. 

 
Tues. Women’s AM Bible Study 9:15 a.m. 
 Pickleball 5:30 p.m. 
 
Wed. Pioneer Clubs 7:00 p.m. 

 Trail Life 7:00 p.m. 
 Youth Group 7:00 p.m. 
 
Thurs. Women’s PM Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

 
Sat. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 9:30 a.m. 
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Financial Update Through February 

2023 Actual Giving $157,000 

Previous Year Giving $123,000 

2023 Budget $143,000 

2023 Total Expenses $176,000 

     Actual Operational Expenses $131,000 

     Actual Capital Expenses $45,000 

Williams Fund $32,000 

Garrett Fund  $23,000 

Adoption Fund $4,000 

 

Evening Worship Service 

Join us tonight at 6:00 p.m. for our evening worship service with communion. Pastor Appleton 
will be preaching on Romans 4:1-8, What About Abraham? 

Women’s Spring Bible Study 

The Tuesday AM study meets in Room 409 at 9:15 AM, and the Thursday PM study meets in 
Room 409 at 7 PM.  We are studying the books of Ruth and Esther, and this week we'll be 
looking at Week 8 – “The Crisis and the Response”.  For more information about either study, 
contact the Women's Ministry team at ppcwomensministry@gmail.com. 

New Members Class 

If you are interested in joining Providence Presbyterian Church, or would just like to learn more 

about us, the PCA, or Reformed Theology in general, please plan on taking our New Members 
Class. We will offer the class in the spring quarter, during the Sunday school hour beginning at 
9:15 a.m. to 10:10 a.m. on March 5. Pastor Heiple will be teaching the class in Room 409.  
Attending at least nine of the thirteen weeks is required for membership, though we hope you 
will be able to make them all. As always childcare will be provided during Sunday school. Please 
sign up in the foyer to register for the class or call or email the church office for more 
information: 412-788-6100, secretary@providencepgh.org. 

Croatia Mission  

In regards to our September 2023 mission trip to Croatia, the Sub-committee asks that anyone 

who is seriously interested in going on the trip contact Denny Baker or any member of the 
committee by Sunday, March 19th, to be considered as a mission team member. Once the team 
has been decided, we will then purchase airline tickets and begin arrangements for 
accommodations. Thank you again for your support and blessings from the Croatia Mission Sub-

Committee and Christ the King Church in Karlovac, Croatia. 

Providentially Speaking and Tabletalk 

The March editions of Providentially Speaking and Tabletalk are available on the table in the 
foyer. 

mailto:ppcwomensministry@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@providencepgh.org
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Fellowship Meal 

Join us for our fellowship meal today. Soup, salad, and sides will be served outside the Fellowship 
Hall starting at 5:00 p.m. If you have questions and/or you are interested in helping to make 

soup, serve, or clean up, please contact Mary Beth Culhane at mb_culhane@yahoo.com. 

Baby Shower 

All ladies are invited to attend a baby shower for Leah Sirota to celebrate the upcoming arrival 
of Leah and Joel’s son. Please join us today, immediately following the worship service in the 
Fellowship Hall. If you would like to participate in the group gift or help with food, 
contact shower coordinators Jess Scheidler (jessrr94@gmail.com; 724-506-8478) or Judith 

Dinsmore (judith.m.dinsmore@gmail.com; 412-494-8894). They are registered at Babylist: 
https://www.babylist.com/list/leahandjoelsirota. We will have gluten-free options available.    

Baby Shower 

All ladies are invited to attend a baby shower for Lindsay Hough to celebrate the upcoming 
arrival of Lindsay and Trevor's daughter. Please join us Sunday, April 2nd, immediately following 
the worship service in the fellowship hall. The Houghs are registered at Amazon and Target. If 

you would like to participate in the group gift or help with food, please 
contact shower coordinators Jess Scheidler (jessrr94@gmail.com; 724-506-8478) or Judith 
Dinsmore (judith.m.dinsmore@gmail.com; 412-494-8894). Please sign up at the information desk 
if you will be attending. We will have gluten free options available. 

Easter Flowers 

The Easter flower sign-up sheet is on the information desk. This year our flowers are lilies or 
mums. All are in six-inch pots and are $12.00 each. We will be including in the bulletin the 

names of those giving flowers. If you would like to have your flowers given in “memory” or 
“honor” of someone please include their names on the list. If you have any questions please call 
Karen, in the Church office, at 412-788-6100 or email her at secretary@providencepgh.org. 

Sanctuary Choir Need 

Our Church has been greatly blessed through the ministry of the Sanctuary Choir. As 

members have “graduated” due to aging voices, other commitments, parenting of little 

ones, or relocating, God has richly provided new members. At present, however, our 

soprano section has been depleted by some of these reasons. Serving in the Choir is open 

to all; no formidable audition is required. It helps if volunteers have had some choral 

ensemble singing, but our Choir is a teaching, learning group. We would be especially 

thankful if a soprano (or two or three!) might join us; two sopranos will soon be busy 

bringing new babies into the fold, and two others have been fighting physical difficulties. 

We rehearse Saturday mornings, 9:30-11 (and everyone has to miss rehearsals now and 

then). New members and visitors moving toward PPC membership are welcome indeed! 

Please speak to Frank Moser for more information or to indicate your availability. 

 

  

mailto:mb_culhane@yahoo.com
mailto:jessrr94@gmail.com
mailto:judith.m.dinsmore@gmail.com
https://www.babylist.com/list/leahandjoelsirota
mailto:jessrr94@gmail.com
mailto:judith.m.dinsmore@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@providencepgh.org
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PRAYER REMINDER 

To become a prayer partner or place a prayer request with the prayer chain, 

please call or email Jan T. 412-787-1609, janandgerry6@verizon.net 
Please notify the Church office by phone at 412-788-6100 or email at 
 secretary@providencepgh.org if you have any additions, deletions, 

or updates to the Bulletin Prayer Reminder. 
 

Members of PPC 

 Mark Bloom prayer for recovery from heart by-pass surgery 

 Justin and Brittany Brothers praise, expecting in June  

 John and Annie Hixenbaugh praise, expecting in April 

 Trevor and Lindsay Hough praise, expecting in May 

 Dan and Christy Martin praise, expecting in July 

 Tim and Caity Martin praise, expecting in May 

 David and Rachel Mine praise, expecting in June 

 Linda Sellman prayer for recovery pneumonia 

 Joel and Leah Sirota praise, expecting in April 

  
   

Friends of PPC 

 Isaac and Danielle Pockras Paul and Diane Deffenbaugh’s daughter – praise 
expecting their first child in September 

 David B. Cindy Caldwell’s son – MRI of the liver showed the spots 
are still there, however, they have not grown or spread. 

Prayer the chemotherapy treatment will eliminate the two 
cancerous spots 

 Erin and Matt Mike and Pam Ingram’s daughter – praise expecting their 
first child in mid-April!  

 Matteo Todd H. & Mary Beth P. six-year-old grandson, praise God! 

The oncologist is happy with scans, he is responding well 
to chemotherapy. Spot on lungs was on the outside due to 
infection. Prayer for follow up scan in 12 weeks and 
continued treatment 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Bold and italic - new or recent request 
 
 

 

 

mailto:janandgerry6@verizon.net
mailto:secretary@providencepgh.org
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BEYOND THE LETTER OF THE LAW 
For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away,  

one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 
 Matthew 5:18NKJV 

 
This week we consider two questions from the Larger Catechism. Question 123 teaches us that 

the Fifth Commandment is “Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the 

land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” Then Question 124 asks, “Who are meant by father and 
mother in the Fifth Commandment?” It gives the answer, “By father and mother, in the Fifth 
Commandment, are meant, not only natural parents, but all superiors in age, and gifts; and especially 
such as, by God's ordinance, are over us in place of authority, whether in family, church, or 
commonwealth.” Today we notice how the Ten Commandments summarize our entire moral duty 
before almighty God. 

In the Larger Catechism, the Westminster Divines give eleven questions and answers to explain 
the Fifth Commandment. That is four more than they use for the next closest commandment (the 
Fourth has seven), and it more than doubles all the rest. Why is that the case? Well here, more than 
in any other place, the Divines spell out for us the broader implications of the Law of God. In His 
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught that it is the moral duty of the Christian to keep not merely the 
letter of the Law in our words and actions, but we must embrace the spirit of the law in our thoughts 

and in our hearts. Thus, it is not enough to refrain from overt acts of adultery or murder. The truly 
godly person must not allow lust or sinful anger to dwell in his heart (Matt. 5:21-28). Accordingly, 
over and over again our Lord rebuked and warned against the great sin of the Pharisees, scribes, 
priests, and other Jewish religious leaders: hypocrisy. They were those who worshiped God with their 
lips, while their hearts were far from Him (Matt. 15:8; Mark 7:6). They were like those who washed 
the outside parts of dishware, but inwardly they were full of greed and wickedness (Luke11:39). They 
acted like they were the great defenders of the Law of God, but they actually rejected God’s Law for 
the sake of their man-made traditions (Matt. 15:6; Mark 7:9). 

God’s people are not to be like the leaders of Israel were during the time of Christ’s earthly life: 
acting like they love what they actually hate. We are to love God’s Law in the inward man (Rom. 
7:22). Moreover, if I truly love God’s law, I will want more of it not less. I will not seek to do the bare 

minimum, but I will seek to apply God’s law to every thought, desire, and intention of my heart. If I 
want to imitate my Savior by loving righteousness and hating iniquity (Heb. 1:9), I will seek to carry 
out every one of God’s commandments to the full implications and ramifications of what each one is 
saying, so that I can have in my heart and life more of what I love: righteousness; and less of what 
I hate: iniquity. Thus, the godly man will not be satisfied merely to refrain from bowing down to 
statues, but he will constantly be examining his heart to eradicate any affection for idols. The faithful 
man will not simply avoid the act of adultery, but he will guard his mind from lusting after another 
woman. The honest man will not only avoid stealing, but he will not accept rewards or credit that he 
has not earned.   

So also, in applying the Fifth Commandment, the godly person will not merely honor his parents, 
but he will render to everyone the honor that is due to him, according to his relationship to that 
person in that situation. That means, as the Catechism here teaches, everyone who is “superior to,” 

meaning greater than us in ability, age, or position, is to be given the greater honor their station 
deserves. What could be more just than that? That every person is to render to every other person 
exactly what they deserve! If only our world kept this one commandment. There would be no 
jealously, no strife, no hurt feelings, mistrust, slander, gossip, backbiting, conniving, disparaging, etc. 
There would be no nepotism in the workplace, no character assassinations in politics or the media. 
Everyone would deal with everyone else according to truth, according to honor, according to justice, 
and the world would know a sincere and true peace like it has never known! May God grant that you 
and I strive to keep this, and all of God’s commands, from our hearts.      
               Pastor Heiple 
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